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MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Army Special Operations Aviation
Command (Airborne), 2929 Desert Storm Drive, ATTN: AOAO-GPE (CW5 Witzier),
Fort Bragg, NC 28310-9110

SUBJECT: Shoulder Sleeve Insignia for the United States Special Operations Aviation
Command (Airborne)

1. A shoulder sleeve insignia is authorized effective this date for wear by the United
States Special Operations Aviation Command (Airborne). The description and
symbolism of the design are as follows:

DESCRIF ..ON

On a shield shaped insignia blazoned; Azure, a Vol Gules, overall a
dagger per pale Sable, all within a 1/8 inch (.32 cm) Black border.
Attached above is a Black Airborne Tab with Red letters “AIRBORNE".
The overall dimensions are 3 3/8 inches (8.57 cm) in height and 2 1/2
inches (6.35 cm) in width.

SYMBOL " Vi

The Fairbairn Sykes dagger, with upswept red wings forming a spearhead
reminiscent of the 1st Special Service Force, symbolizes the unit's role as
the aviation element of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command. The
Aviation blue (ultramarine blue) shield with black border reflects 1st
Special Operations Command lineage, but also serves as a constant
reminder that the Command is inseparable from Army Aviation Branch.

2. This authorization is in accordance with AR 670-1 and Headquarters, United States
Army Special Operations Command Permanent Order 243-01, dated 30 August 2012.
A copy of this letter will become part of your permanent organizational history files.

Director

CF: CMH
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MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Army Special Operations Aviation
Command (Airborne), 2929 Desert Storm Drive, ATTN: AOAO-GPE (CW5 Witzler),
Fort Bragg, NC 28310-9110

SUBJECT: Distinctive Unit Insignia for the United States Army Special Operations
Aviation Command (Airborne)

1. Adistinctive unit insignia is authorized effective this date for wear by the United
States Army Special Operations Aviation Command (Airhorne). The description and
symbolism of the design are as follows:

- 28C PTION

A silver color metal and epoxy device 1 1/8 inches (2.86 cm) in height
overall consisting of red erect wings surmounted by a black dagger.
Attached below this is silver scroll inscribed “VOLARE OPTIMOS” in black
letters.

SYMBOLISM

The Fairbairn Sykes dagger, with upswept red wings forming a spearhead
reminiscent of the 1st Special Service Force, symbolizes the unit's role as
the aviation element of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command. The
motto “VOLARE OPTIMOS,” “To Fly the Best,” inscribed on a silver scroll,
refers to Special Operations ground forces and their mission. The motto
embodies the Army Special Operations Aviation ethos — Our enduring
commitment to maintain the sacred trust of the Special Operators we
support.

2. This authorization is in accordance with AR 670-1 and Headquarters, United States
Army Special Operations Command Permanent Order 243-01, dated 30 August 2012.
A copy of this letter will become part of your permanent organizational history files.

Director

CF: CMH
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